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And it had all the advantages of trade guilds. Although
it did not foster adventure or invention there, it is not
known to have come in the way either.

Historically speaking, caste may be regarded as
man's experiment or social adjustment in the laboratory
of Indian society. If we can prove it to be a success, it
can be offered to the world as a leaven and as the best
remedy against heartless competition and social dis-
integration born of avarice and greed.
Toung India,  5-l-'21

Intermarriage and Interdining

Though there is in Varnashrama no prohibition
against intermarriage and interdining, there can be no
compulsion. It must be left to the unfettered choice of
the individual as to where he or she will marry or
dine.
Harijan,  16-11-'3 5

CHAPTER  LXI

THE CURSE OF UNTOUCHABILITY

There is an ineffaceable blot that Hinduism today
carries with it. I have declined to believe that it has
been handed down to us from immemorial times. I
think that this miserable, wretched, enslaving spirit of
'untouchableness3 must have come to us when we were
at our lowest ebb. This evil has stuck to us and still
remains with us. It is, to my mind, a curse that has
come to us, and as long as that curse remains with us?
so long, I think, we are bound to consider that every
affliction in this sacred land is a proper punishment
for the indelible crime that we are committing.
.   Speeches and  Writings of Mahatma Gandhi,   p. 387